pious and virtuous souls and totally eschewing evil company.
By being in the midst of God-fearing persons, it will be
possible to mould one's character.

In the Mahabharata, an interesting dialogue between
Yudhishtira and a Yaksha (incorporeal) touches on several
aspects of a man's life. Except the former, his four brothers
disobeyed the command of the Yaksha, drank the water of
the poisoned pool despite severe warning and fell unconsci-
ous. Yudhishtira however agreed to answer the questions
raised by the Yaksha 'to the best of my capacity', revealing
his humility though he was well-versed in everything.

He related the instance of two parrots-one tended in a
hermitage and as such accustomed only to the good words
littered by the sages while the other, brought up in a but-
cher's house, learning to repeat only rude and uncivil words.
This would point out to the necessity of moving only with
those who possess an impeccable character and who will
always be thinking of God. One will become pious by being
at the service of such outstanding men.

1 00. Devotion, the link between God and man

God sees our actions. Loud prayers cannot deceive
Him. To reach Him, we need to be pure-hearted and genu-
ine. The mind should be emptied before it can be filled. We
should realise that the entire world has been created by the
Almighty and having done so. He takes the responsibilities
to protect us. The human beings, among His creations, are
privileged to possess the faculty of thinking and arriving at a
sane decision. The best among them are those who have
elevated themselves to the stage of sincere devotees and who
by their living, show that they are the descendants of the
Almighty, that they have a mission to fulfil and that they
would spread His message.

The characteristic traits of a sincere devotee whoJOft
the Lord likes have been spelt out by Him. He will be free
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